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FW: Letter and request from Wyoming citizens on Madison aquifer exemption

		From

		Garcia, Bert

		To

		Hestmark, Martin; Judy Bloom; Schmit, Ayn; Wireman, Mike

		Recipients

		Hestmark.Martin@epa.gov; Bloom.Judy@epa.gov; Schmit.Ayn@epa.gov; Wireman.Mike@epa.gov



FYI



 



Bert Garcia



Director, Ecosystems Protection Program



EPA Region 8



 



From: Chin, Lucita 
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 7:27 AM
To: Minter, Douglas; Garcia, Bert
Subject: FW: Letter and request from Wyoming citizens on Madison aquifer exemption



 



In case you haven’t seen this yet. It is relevant for our 3:30 meeting on the Encana AE. Thanks, Lucita



 



___________



Lucita Chin



Associate Regional Counsel



U.S. EPA Region 8



1595 Wynkoop St.



Denver, CO 80202



303.312.7832



 



From: Jill Morrison [mailto:JMorrison@PowderRiverBasin.org] 
Sent: Saturday, March 16, 2013 6:41 PM
To: Hoskie, Sadie; Bowling, Linda; Chin, Lucita
Cc: 'john fenton'; 'Bob LeResche'
Subject: Letter and request from Wyoming citizens on Madison aquifer exemption



 



 







 



March 16, 2013



 



 



Ms. Sadie Hoskie



Director, Water Program



US EPA, Region 8



1595 Wynkoop Street



Denver, CO  80202-1129



c/o:   Bowling.Linda@epa.gov



        Chin.Lucita@epa.gov



 



Re:  Encana Oil and Gas Request for Aquifer Exemption WOGCC Docket 3-2013



EPA Ref:  8P-W-UIC



 



Dear Ms. Hoskie:



 



Powder River Basin Resource Council and the Pavillion Area Concerned Citizens are writing to you regarding the above referenced matter and proposed aquifer exemption for the Madison aquifer.   



 



As you know, we raised concerns about this aquifer exemption in a letter dated March 8, 2013 to the Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, which we also sent to your office.  We attended the hearing on this matter on March 12, when the Commission voted 3 to 2 to approve the aquifer exemption.  Based on our previous concerns, and on additional unanswered questions from the two geologists on the Commission who voted against the aquifer exemption, we continue to have deep concerns about this proposed exemption.  This is an important drinking water aquifer and an aquifer exemption for the Madison aquifer should not be granted by EPA.   The Pavillion Area Concerned Citizens will be providing you with a letter outlining additional information and concerns in the near future.



 



We are requesting that EPA provide a public comment period for input and review on the proposed Madison aquifer exemption.  Please let us know whether you will grant a public comment of the proposed exemption.  We are also requesting a meeting with your staff regarding our concerns about the proposed Madison aquifer exemption and the UI well.



 



Thank you for your time and attention.



 



Best Regards,







John Fenton, Chair



Powder River Basin Resource Council 



 



 



 



 



Jill Morrison



Organizer



Powder River Basin Resource Council



934 North Main



Sheridan, WY  82801



(307) 672-5809 - office



(307) 751-5574 - cell



www.powderriverbasin.org
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March 16, 2013 



 



 



Ms. Sadie Hoskie 



Director, Water Program 



US EPA, Region 8 



1595 Wynkoop Street 



Denver, CO  80202-1129 



c/o:   Bowling.Linda@epa.gov 



        Chin.Lucita@epa.gov 



 



Re:  Encana Oil and Gas Request for Aquifer Exemption WOGCC Docket 3-2013 



EPA Ref:  8P-W-UIC 



 



Dear Ms. Hoskie: 



 



Powder River Basin Resource Council and the Pavillion Area Concerned Citizens are writing to 



you regarding the above referenced matter and proposed aquifer exemption for the Madison 



aquifer.    



 



As you know, we raised concerns about this aquifer exemption in a letter dated March 8, 2013 to 



the Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, which we also sent to your office.  We 



attended the hearing on this matter on March 12, when the Commission voted 3 to 2 to approve 



the aquifer exemption.  Based on our previous concerns, and on additional unanswered questions 



from the two geologists on the Commission who voted against the aquifer exemption, we 



continue to have deep concerns about this proposed exemption.  This is an important drinking 



water aquifer and an aquifer exemption for the Madison aquifer should not be granted by EPA.   



The Pavillion Area Concerned Citizens will be providing you with a letter outlining additional 



information and concerns in the near future. 



 



We are requesting that EPA provide a public comment period for input and review on the 



proposed Madison aquifer exemption.  Please let us know whether you will grant a public 



comment of the proposed exemption.  We are also requesting a meeting with your staff regarding 



our concerns about the proposed Madison aquifer exemption and the UI well. 



 



Thank you for your time and attention. 



 



Best Regards, 



 
John Fenton, Chair 



Powder River Basin Resource Council  










PRBRC letter to WOGCC on Encana aquifer exemption Madison formation.pdf




 
March 8, 2013 
 
 
 
Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 
2211 King Boulevard 
P.O. Box 2640 
Casper, Wyoming  82602 
 
Re:  Encana Oil and Gas (USA) Inc.;  Docket #: 3-2013; Fremont County, Wyoming (Marlin 29-
21 WDW Madison Formation 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above referenced proposal from Encana for an 
aquifer exemption in the Madison formation.  The Powder River Basin Resource Council, 
founded in 1973, is dedicated to the viability of Wyoming’s agricultural heritage and rural 
lifestyle and to promoting the responsible development of Wyoming’s valuable mineral 
resources.  Our members and affiliate organizations in the Wind River and Bighorn Basin have a 
direct interest in the potential impact of the proposed aquifer exemption in the Madison 
formation.  We have reviewed the above docket regarding the Encana request for an aquifer 
exemption in the Madison Formation including letters submitted by the Wyoming DEQ and the 
Region 8 EPA office.   
 
We find the concerns raised by the Wyoming DEQ regarding their objection to the proposed 
exemption of the Madison aquifer to be sound and compelling.  We also find the questions raised 
by EPA to be sound and hope those questions will be answered before any exemptions would be 
granted.  Finally, we are increasingly concerned about future sources of drinking water in 
Wyoming and in the Wind River and Big Horn Basin.  We believe that a decision to allow a 
potential drinking water aquifer to be exempted and removed from the potential for future use 
would be shortsighted and counter to the intent of the Commission regulations.   
 
We urge the Commission to follow the recommendations of the DEQ in their February 11, 2013 
letter and deny Encana’s request to exempt the Madison aquifer due to the quality of the aquifer 
and the potential for future use as a drinking water source.  We thank you for your time and 
attention. 
 
Sincerely, 



 
John Fenton, Chair  
Powder River Basin Resource Council 











 
cc:  Bob King, Supervisor WOGCC 
       Janie Nelson, Natural Resources Program Supervisor, WOGCC  
       Todd Parfitt, Director Wyoming DEQ 
       Jerimiah Rieman, Governor’s office 
       Kevin Frederick, Groundwater Section Manager, Wyoming DEQ 
       Sadie Hoskie, US EPA Region 8, Director, Water Program 











